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             About Our Club  

   

The ACT Companion Dog Club (CDC), 

established in 1958 as the first dog training club 

in the ACT, has an average membership of 

around 800 each year.  

It is a non -profit organisation relying mostly on 

volunteers to run activities with some 

occasional grant assistance. About 100 

instructors volunteer their time to conduct 

classes in obedience, flyball, agility, DWD and 

Rally-O from February to November each year.  

The club also has an active group visiting 

nursing homes for the enjoyment of the 

residents.  

While much of the work in maintaining and 

running the club is undertaken on a volunteer 

basis we do have some paid help.  Sophie 

Williams is employed for 15 hours a week as 

office manager and the mowing of the 

grounds is undertaken by contractor. The club 

caters for disabled access with paved paths, 

designated parking spaces and toilet facilities.  

 The aims and objectives of the club are to:  

¶ promote responsible dog ownership and the 

general welfare of  dogs;  

¶ teach members to train their dogs, of 

whatever breed, in dog obedience and 

other related canine skills, using motivational 

training methods;  

¶ promote participation and training in a 

range of dog sports;  

¶ promote and participate in dog training and 

other activities associated with dog training;  

¶ support the rights of dog owners, provided 

that such ownership is conducted in a 

responsible manner;  

¶ actively promote community interaction with 

dogs;  

¶ provide facilities necessary or convenient for 

its activities;  

¶ promote positive relationships between 

owners and dogs; and  

¶ enhance the development of social skills of 

dogs.  

 

COMMITTEES   2015 -16  

President  

Senior Vice -President  

Junior Vice -President  

Treasurer 

Secretary  

 Renee Kyle | Website  

Anne Robertson | Magazine Editor  

Heather Carswell I Security and Obedience Training Convenor  

Lesley Pothan  

Bern Ni Beirné | Public Officer  

Main Committee 

Members  

 Rhonda Cameron | Flyball Liaison and Advertising  

Wendy Hathaway | Grounds Management  

Peter Hendriks | Obedience Instructors Roster  

Ruth Lee Martin | Social Media  

Belinda Mitchell | Obedience Trialling and Rally -O Liaison  

Katrina Morton | Shop, Housekeeping and Clubhouse Management  

Jane Richardson | Dances with Dogs Liaison  

Linda Spinaze I Agility Convenor  

Obedience Training   Convenor  | Heather Carswell | Members | Kerry Deans | Kath Hallam|  

Peter Hendriks | Hilarie Kemp | Jess McNamara | Lesley Pothan |Anne Robertson   

Obedience Trialling   Convenor | Julie Cutts | Members  | Judith Barlow | Joanne Hagan |  

Tanya Harber  

Flyball Training &  

Competition  

 Convenor | Jessica McNamara | Members | Tracey Bessell | Rhonda Cameron | 

Therese Smith | Claire Weekes  

Agility Training &  

Trialling  

 Convenor | Linda Spinaze| Members  | Amanda Delaney I Wendy Hathaway I 

Denise Iglesias | Barbara Grundy I Therese Smith | Kylie White | Lucy Williams  

Dances with Dogs   Convenor | Jane Richardson| Members | Janda Gooding | Holly Rieger  

Rally-O  Convenor | Cath Perry | Members | Laraine Frawley | Belinda Mitchell |  

Patricia Woodman  

Dogs-as-Therapy   Convenor | Joyce Thompson | Email: agt@homemail.com.au  

Instructorsõ Library  Karen Haines  

PAWS Shop  Mike Carswell  

Secom Security   1300 138 769 or 1300 360 535  
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Cover picture : Suzy Whymark and her Dalmatian ôEdieõ (Speklan Something Wicked CCD RE ET) 

demonstrate their close connection at the recent  Advanced Heeling Workshop .  

See page 37  for further information.  

(Photo: Joanne Hagan)  



Is Your Membership Due ?  

You can renew online ð how easy is that !  
 

Go to the clubõs website at www.actcdc.org.au  

1. Download the Membership Renewal form at  

 www.actcdc.org.au/about/form.html  

2. Complete the form and send it back to the club via e -mail  

3. Then pay your fees online using direct credit facilities  

 Bank BSB: 032 729 

 Account:  235628 

 Reference:  Your surname and phone number  

 

Make sure your reference will easily identify your payment and donõt 

forget to keep your receipt.  

You donõt even have to leave your house ! 

 

                    EFTPOS facilities are available  

   Renew your membership at the club office using EFTPOS  

    No minimum transaction (sorry, no cash out)  

Fees 2015 -16  

Joining Fee (per household)  $ 50 

Annual Subscription   

(per household)  
$100 

Training Fees (per Dog/per Year)  
¶ Obedience  

¶ Agility  

¶ Flyball  

¶ Dances with Dogs  

¶ Rally-O 

$ 75 

$ 75 

$ 75 

$ 75 

$ 30 

Instructors Fee  

plus voluntary Grounds Fee  

$ 30 

$ 50 

Casual Visitors Fee (day, week, 

month) - by application  
$ 5/25/50  

Contact Us  

Phone  02 6295 7764 

Post PO Box 4048, Kingston  ACT  2604  

Web  www.actcdc.org.au  

Office  Narrabundah Lane, Symonston  ACT  

¶ Monday -Friday 10:00am -1:00pm  

¶ Thursday    7:00pm -9:00pm  

¶ Sunday               9:00am -12:00pm  

Sophie Williams ñ Office Manager  

See the website for email  

contact addresses.  

 

We welcome your feedback.  
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Is your dogõs Attendance Card 

GREENGREEN  

If so, your Membership is due  

for renewal by the end of   
  

SEPTEMBERSEPTEMBER  

Is your dogõs Attendance Card 

WHITEWHITE  

If so, your Membership is due  

for renewal by the end of  

NOVEMBERNOVEMBER  

http://www.actcdc.org.au
http://www.actcdc.org.au/about/form.html
http://www.actcdc.org.au/magazine/index.html


 Presidentôs Message  

By Renee Kyle  
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Welcome to the Spring edition of The Good 

Companion  for 2015. To our new members, 

congratulations on making the decision to train 

your dog. The bond that you develop with your 

dog will strengthen every day. To our current 

members, congratulations on your ongoing 

commitment to creating a wonderful canine 

companion.  

 

Our Annual General Meeting, held on 18 

August, went off without a hitch. My thanks to 

our outgoing Committee members for 2014 ð15, 

and a big welcome to our committee 

members for 2015 ð16. This coming year 

promises to be very busy! Some of our new 

Committee members will be featured in future 

editions of our magazine, so keep an eye out 

for more information on their lives and their 

passion for all things dog.  

 

To ensure we get our new Level One 

obedience training syllabus as close to perfect 

as possible, the Main Committee has decided 

to delay piloting the syllabus until next year. This 

will give us more time to consult with our sub -

committees and our instructors who have such 

valuable knowledge.  

 

We have a number of trials coming up over the 

next few months in agility, obedience and rally -

o. We are always looking for more helpers to 

ensure a successful day, so if you would like to 

help please contact the relevant sub -

committee convenors (see page 2). Itõs also a 

great opportunity to learn more about our dog 

sports. You never know, you could be inspired 

to join in! Please check the calendar (see page 

53) or the website for upcoming dates.  

 

A heads -up that our Annual Awards and Xmas 

party will be held at the grounds on Sunday 6 

December. Itõs the time when we 

acknowledge the many achievements of our 

members over the last year, and a great 

opportunity for everyone to get together and 

celebrate the best thing about December ñ

Santa! Please put the date in your diary.  

 

With the warmer weather arriving we 

unfortunately head into tick season. While 

paralysis ticks (the most deadly tick for dogs) 

are not as common in Canberra as they are on 

the east coast, itõs important to check your dog 

regularly if you or they travel to and from the 

coast (ticks can hitch a ride in the car and find 

their way on to your dog without it leaving its 

suburban home). Particular places to check 

are those that are ôwarmõ on your dogñwhere 

their legs meet their body, in and around their 

ears, within skinfolds, their groin area and 

around the backside. Symptoms to look out for 

include heavy breathing (panting, noisy 

breathing and possibly grunting), coughing, 

vomiting, heavy salivation, wobbly legs 

(especially the back legs). Your dog may also 

collapse. If you do find a tick, calmly remove it 

with a tick hook, and take your dog straight to 

your vet for a thorough check and treatment. If 

you canõt find a tick but your dog shows any of 

these symptoms, please take your beloved 

pooch straight to your vet ñit could save their 

life. 

 

Having recently adopted an eleven -month -old 

Siberian Husky ôJasperõ (above), Iõve been 

sharply reminded of the importance of 

ongoing training in a variety of environments ñ

not just during classes! Training is a great way to 

learn more about your dog, their strengths, 

areas for improvement, and also their 

personality. Our break over the two spring long 

weekends is no excuse to stop training! Short, 

sharp sessions of five minutes, three times a 

day, will make the world of difference to your 

dogõs progress and will strengthen your 

relationship with your dog.  

 

Iõd like to thank all of our membersñinstructors, 

Committee and sub -committee members, 

general helpers ñand our staff for their ongoing 

contribution to the club. We wouldnõt be as 

great as we are without you. Until next time ...  
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{ŎƛǎǎƻǊǎΣ ƪƴƛǾŜǎΣ ŎƭƛǇǇŜǊ ōƭŀŘŜǎ ƻǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǘƻƻƭǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǎƘŀǊǇŜƴƛƴƎΚ 
/ƭƛǇǇŜǊǎ ƻǊ ŘǊȅŜǊǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎΚ 

 
& ²Ŝ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǎƘŀǊǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƻ 
       ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƻŦ ǎƘŀǊǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 
& !ƭƭ ǎƘŀǊǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ млл҈ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜŘ 
& !ƭƭ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎ ŀǊŜ ¢Ŝǎǘb¢ŀƎ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ 
& vǳƛŎƪ ǘǳǊƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ 
& [ƻŎŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ - /ƘŀǊƴǿƻƻŘ 

 
{ŜŜ ƘǧǇǎΥκκŎƭƛǇǇŜǊōƭŀŘŜǎƘŀǊǇŜƴƛƴƎΦŎƻƳΦŀǳ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛŎƛƴƎ 

 h[5 ¢La9{ 
 

5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō 
ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ 
CȅǎƘǿƛŎƪ - ŀƴŘ ƛƴ /ƻƭƭƛŜ 
{ǘǊŜŜǘΣ ƴƻ ƭŜǎǎΗ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƻƭŘ 
ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪ όƭŜƊύ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ 
 
Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ǿŜǊŜ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǝƳŜΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ 
bŀǊǊŀōǳƴŘŀƘ [ŀƴŜ ƛƴ мфуо 
ǎƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ 
ǘƘŀƴ ол ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΦ 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ - ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ - ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜŀǾŜ 
ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ƻŶŎŜΦ 

https://clipperbladesharpening.com.au


 From the Dog Kennel   

Editor ñ Anne Robertson  

Itõs Spring already - and with it comes the fourth issue of the club magazine 

for the year. This issue includes all the reports from the clubõs Annual 

General Meeting, reflecting the level of volunteer activity that goes into 

offering services to club members and the Canberra community more 

broadly. If you would like to become more involved in club life please 

contact any member of the clubõs Main Committee or sub-committees 

and have a chat. Weõd love to get to know you better! 

 

This issue we welcome another advertiser - Clipper Blade Sharpening (see 

page 6). This local business can sharpen knives, scissors, clipper blades and 

garden tools and repair clippers and dryers. Let them know that you saw their ad in the mag!  

 

Are you a new member to the club? If so, you might want to check out some of the many useful 

articles previously published in The Good Companion . A list of previous articles  providing advice 

on training, dealing with problem behaviours, health issues and much more is provided on page 

47 and back issues can be downloaded from the clubõs website. 

 

Articles, suggestions, photos and illustrations for the magazine are always welcome. Email to 

contact@actcdc.org.au  anytime. Did you know the magazine is available in full colour on the 

clubõs website? It can be 

downloaded in all its glory at 

www.actcdc.org.au/new/

tgc.htm .  Use Adobe Acrobat 

PDF viewer for best results.  

 

The next issue will come out in 

November 2015 . Until then, 

have fun with your dog.  
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Thanks For Your Contribution  

The Committee and club members THANK the following volunteer instructors for giving their time 

in Session Four (August -September) : 

Obedience:  Susan Barnard, Stuart Barr, Janne Blunden, Desiree Campbell , Heather Carswell, 

Sharon Carver, Bruce Chapman, Pen Cullen, Christina Erwin, Mary -Ann Fisher, Charlie Giles, Linda 

Harper, Lynn Harden, Peter Hendriks, Hilarie Kemp, Renee Kyle, Gabby Luksza, Rachel McKenzie, 

Ruth Lee Martin, Laura Naffa, Bern Ní Beirné, Kaye Pemberton,  Fay Peters, Lesley Pothan, Anne 

Robertson, June Rowe, Mike Slee, Linda Spinaze, Joyce Thompson, 

Cathy Vaughan, Claire Weekes, Chris Woodgate, Geoff Woodman, 

Patricia Woodman  

Flyball: Claire Weekes with Gill Atkin, Tracey Bessell and Jess 

McNamara  

Agility:  Greg Collins, Naarilla Hirsch, Denise Iglesias, Anne Robertson, 

Allan Schmidt  

Rally-O: Laraine Frawley, Cath Perry  

DWD: Janda Gooding  

THANK YOU 

ñ CDC Instructors ñ 

Serving the CDC canine community for more than 50 years!  

 

mailto:contact@actcdc.org.au
http://www.actcdc.org.au/new/tgc.htm
http://www.actcdc.org.au/new/tgc.htm


 Whatôs Coming Up At Our Club ? 
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How should I prepare for classes during 

summer ?  

 

Your instructor will try to find some shade or 

cover to hold your class, and may cut the class 

short if the weather is very hot. Please ensure 

you and your dog remain hydrated in the 

warmer weather (bring a water bowl for your 

dog and a bottle of water for yourself). Bring a 

hat and sunscreen to protect yourself from the 

sun, and insect repellent if you train in the 

evenings. We may cancel classes if the 

weather is extreme ð please check the clubõs 

public Facebook page and website for the 

latest advice.  

 

For safety reasons, thongs, scuffs or other 

unsecured footwear are not allowed in any 

training classes. Please wear enclosed shoes or 

sandals that can be securely fastened.  

 

When is the next Comp Day being held ?  

 

Competition Day is held on the last Sunday of 

each obedience training course to assess 

whether a handler/dog team are ready to be 

promoted to the next level. The next Comp 

Day will be held on Sunday 29 November from 

10.00am. Members in Kindi and Beginners A 

and B are assessed in class and do not 

participate in Comp Day.  

  

Are obedience training classes held on public 

holidays and long weekends ?  

 

Generally no. Obedience classes will not be 

held from 21 September to 6 October due to 

the Labour Day and Family & Community Day 

long weekends. Members participating in 

agility, DWD, Rally -O and Flyball should check 

class arrangements with their instructor.   

 

When can I use the club grounds ?  

 

Financial members and their dogs may use the 

grounds at any time for training and exercise 

purposes. Please show courtesy to other club 

members who may also be on the grounds, 

ensure that your dog does not pose a nuisance 

to others, observe club etiquette for using the 

off -leash areas (see page 54)  and always  

clean up after your dog.  

 

Are there any bookings for the club grounds 

coming up?  

 

Yes. The ACT Beagle Club is holding a sports 

day at the club on Saturday 17 October from 

9.30am to 2.00pm. The clubõs Obedience 

Trialling Sub-committee is also hosting a follow -

up session with Jan Kielly and Judy Rogers on 

the same day. Some parts of the grounds will 

still be available for club members to use but 

please be aware that there will non -members 

(and lots of Beagles) about as well.  

 

Want to keep in touch with the latest activities 

at the Club ?  

 

Information is available from:  

¶  our public Facebook page - no need to 

 be a registered user (see below)  

¶  our website - www.actcdc.org.au  

¶  notice boards (inside and outside the 

 clubhouse)  

¶  your Instructors  

¶  the Session Manager on the grounds 

 Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday during 

 Obedience Training Classes  

¶  the Calendar on page 53  
 

 

www.facebook.com/

ACTCompaniondogclub  

http://www.actcdc.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub
http://www.facebook.com/ACTCompaniondogclub
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~ VALÉ ~  

Jocelyn Thompson  
1956ñ2015 

 

Dearly loved sister, daughter, friend, 

colleague and club member  

(right, with õTinkerõ) 

 

Sorely missed. 

Nesta Triffett  
1922ñ2015 
 

Nesta donated the perpetual Novice (CD) 

pointscore trophy to the club in honour of her 

Cavalier King Charles Spaniel ôCharlesõ.  Nesta and 

Charles were awarded the ômost improved team in 

novice classõ in 1996 after a long and determined 

campaign to achieve their Companion Dog title.  

 

Nesta (left) was also an early and dedicated 

member of the clubõs Dogs-as-Therapy group.  
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 Sheep  
Alpacas  

Starts - 13 October  Starts - 13 October  

Some of the clubõs Dogs-as-Therapy volunteers 

with resident Mr Tom Howlett at  

St Andrews Village, Hughes.  

Interested in volunteering? See page 52.  

Photo: Kath McQuarrie  
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 Sheep  
Alpacas  

Annual General Meeting  

The Year in Review  
2014-15 

ACT Companion Dog Club Inc  

Presidentõs Report 
By Renee Kyle  

The club held its Annual General Meeting on Tuesday 18 August. Twenty eight members attended 

with seven apologies. Reports tabled at the meeting are provided below. The full financial 

statement for the year ended 30 June 2015 is available on request from the club's office.  

The ACT Companion Dog Club has enjoyed 

another wonderful year of successful dog 

training classes, trials and other dog -related 

activities. Iõm very proud of the clubõs 

achievements over the last twelve months, 

none of which would be possible without the 

fantastic energy and tireless commitment of our 

wonderful volunteers.  

 

One of the highlights was our Annual Awards 

and Xmas Party held in December last year. It 

was a gorgeous day with many dogs and their 

handlers dressing up as Santaõs helpers, 

showing the true spirit of Christmas! Everyone 

had a fabulous day with many achievements 

being celebrated. Special thanks to Anne 

Robertson for organising the trophies, ribbons 

and certificates.  

 

In January this year we held an ôall 

Committeesõ meeting, where members of the 

Main Committee and all of our Sub -

Committees got together to discuss the year 

ahead. It was a fantastic meeting and 

everyone contributed great ideas on ways to 

improve the club and encourage people to 

join the dog sports we offer. We hope to hold 

these get -togethers regularly in the coming 

year.  

  

Our club has been busy during the year, 

organising our 5x8 week sessions of Obedience, 

Rally-O, Agility, DWD and Flyball classes for our 

members. In total, we run more than 40 classes 

across all disciplines each week. Session Two 

saw our biggest obedience intake in over three 

yearsñover 170 new members! Of course, we 

couldnõt run as many classes as we do if it 

wasnõt for our wonderful instructors. Iõd like to 

thank all of our instructors and Sub -Committees 

for taking responsibility for these classes and 

encouraging all of our handlers to keep 

training ñeven in freezing and wet weather!  

 

At the beginning of the year we welcomed our 

new Office Manager Sophie Williams. Sophie hit 

the ground running and her passion and 

enthusiasm for our club is evident in her work. 

Iõd like to take this opportunity to thank our 

previous Office Manager, Joanne Hagan, for all 

of her hard work in that role over four years and 

her willingness to show Sophie the ropes.  

 We are in the final stages of developing our 

new Level One obedience syllabus, which is on 

track for being piloted in Session Five (October -

November). The new syllabus will focus on 

teaching skills that make for a better family pet, 

such as settling on a mat, loose -lead walking 

and recall, as well as lots of tricks and other fun 

things. We think the new syllabus will better 

meet the needs of our members and contribute 

to the formation of strong bonds between 

handlers and their dogs. The syllabus will also 

enable people to transition more smoothly into 

our other dog sports because it will teach those 

basic skills necessary for participation in Agility, 

Flyball, Dances with Dogs, Rally -O and Trialling. 

It promises to be a game -changer in the 

evolution of the clubõs training syllabus.  
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AGM reports é continued  

In Session Two (April-May) we piloted a ôcome 

and tryõ lesson in Week 5 of our Advanced 

classes to introduce our obedience handlers to 

other dog sports. Our Sub -Committees and 

instructors set up short courses and runs for 

people to try, with handlers experiencing a 

ôtasterõ of all the sports in their one-hour class. It 

was a success, with many handlers 

commenting they will try their hand at other 

sports we offer. We will run some more of these 

ôcome and tryõ lessons in the future to increase 

our numbers across all disciplines.  

 

We have regularly run a number of successful 

trials in Obedience, Agility and Rally -O 

throughout the year, with some combined 

Obedience/Rally -O double trials. The Agility 

Sub-Committee has also coordinated evening 

ribbon trials, day trials and full weekend trials. 

The extra evening ribbon trials enable our 

members to attend trials locally, rather than 

having to travel interstate. Our trials have been 

well supported by club members, local and 

interstate triallers. This year has also seen Dogs 

ACT offering Agility Judgeõs training, with three 

of our club members undertaking this training. 

We look forward to the completion of their 

training and the expansion of such expertise at 

the club.  

 

Our Obedience trials have been very 

successful this year, with a consistent average 

of 40 entries at each trial.  This represents a 

small increase on trial numbers from previous 

years. We have conducted six Rally Obedience 

trials throughout the year and these have been 

very successful attracting competitors from 

Sydney, the Southern Highlands, Bathurst, 

Albury and the South Coast as well as our local 

competitors.  

 

Continuing on from last year, Jake Blight has 

been coordinating tracking training over the 

cooler months with some new keen 

participants ñeven in the depths of the 

Canberra winter. Sandra Hassett, veterinarian 

and Life Member of CDC, provided some great 

information on tracking to interested people in 

a seminar in June.  

 

Our Dogs -as-Therapy group has continued its 

visits to nursing homes for another year. 

Unfortunately our team numbers are steadily 

declining, but two new members joined our 

ranks recently resulting in an enthusiastic 

reception.  

 

Our Obedience Training Sub -Committee ran a 

Level One Obedience Instructors course, 

enabling us to welcome a new batch of Level 

One instructors into our ranks. To those who 

have graduated, our congratulations. To those 
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in the final stages of their course, we look 

forward to you graduating and joining our 

instructorsõ panel.  

 

Earlier this year the Committee considered a 

number of grounds priorities that need to be 

looked at over the next five years. An ongoing 

issue for the club is our irrigation system, and we 

continue to apply for grants to replace our 

existing system. Our system is expensive to 

repair and maintain, but our grounds are one 

of the many reasons we attract members so we 

will continue to investigate avenues for funding 

a whole new system. Weõve been extremely 

lucky in having generous rain, so the grounds 

are looking fabulous. In February we engaged 

a concreting company to improve the 

entrances to the Narrabundah Paddock and to 

install the bench seat purchased using prize 

money awarded to the club as Runner -up in 

the 2014 Centenary of 

Canberra Club of the 

Year. Thank you to Judith 

Barlow, other Committee 

members and general 

helpers for ensuring our 

grounds are as fabulous 

as they can be.  

  

In early 2015 we were 

invited by Curtin Vet to 

attend their puppy classes 

to promote our club and 

communicate the 

importance of ongoing 

training with dogs. This has 

been hugely successful 

with many new 

enrolments resulting from 

our talks, and our 

relationship with the 

practice goes from strength 

to strength. We are looking 

to attend puppy classes at other southside 

veterinary practices to provide information 

about our club and to continue to grow our 

membership.  

 

We participated in the Connect and 

Participate Expo at the Kingston Bus Depot in 

March. Our fabulous Dances With Dogs team 

provided entertainment for the audience, and 

we talked to a range of people about our 

great club and the benefits of positive, 

motivational training. My thanks to all CDC 

members who helped out on the day ñitõs 

always worthwhile getting out into the 

community to spruik our club.  

 

In April we made important changes to our 

Constitution to update statutory references, 

better align the Constitution with the Model 

Rules under the Associations Incorporation 

Regulation 1991  (as amended in 2013), and 

provide for administrative efficiencies (including 

approvals for changes in fees and charges). 

The ACT Office of Regulatory Services 

approved the changes in May as did Dogs ACT 

in June.  

 

We added over 40 new titles to our Instructorsõ 

Library from academic research on learning 

theory and applied behaviour to business 

development. We also gratefully received 

donations of childrenõs books, to keep our 

younger members entertained while their 

parents are training!  

 

Our club magazine, The Good Companion, 

goes from strength to 

strength. It has provided 

our dog community with 

relevant and timely 

information and 

photographs about the 

clubõs activities to keep us 

all in touch. In addition, 

each edition includes 

excellent reference 

material regarding dog 

training and canine 

behaviour, and there are 

often dog treat recipes as 

well. Thanks to Anne 

Robertson for being editor

-in-chief, and instructors 

and members who 

contribute articles.  

 

CDCõs Facebook page is 

one of our main sources of 

communicating information 

to our members about activities at the club, as 

well as popular articles on all things dog! We 

are trialling using Facebook advertising to bring 

in new members and so far, weõve had 

reasonable success.  

 

Our shop continues to be a drawcard for many 

handlers, with our coffee (and in -house 

baristas!) and human treats remaining very 

popular. Thanks to Katrina Morton and shop 

assistants Mike Carswell and Olivia Gilding for 

providing such great service and helpful 

advice for our members.  

 

Finally, Iõd like to thank the fabulous Main 

Committee for their support and hard work 

Above: Several of the clubõs canine 

ambassadors at this yearõs Connect and 

Participate Expo (Photo: Anne Robertson)  
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during the year. Our meetings are always 

interesting and we seem to get through so 

much! So, my thanks to Anne Robertson, 

Heather Carswell, Bern Ní Beirné, Lesley Pothan, 

Judith Barlow, Amanda Day, Peter Hendriks, 

Katrina Morton, Gillian Atkin, Claire Weekes, 

Rhonda Cameron and Jane Richardson. Iõd 

also like to thank all of our Sub -Committee 

convenors and members for their dedication to 

their disciplines and their general ôwe can do 

it!õ attitude. 

  

On a personal note, the specialness of our club 

and the strength of our dog community was 

nowhere more evident for me than when I lost 

my dog ôOscarõ in a tragic accident earlier this 

year. The support I received from everyone 

from all parts of our club, including our 

members, was overwhelming. I was, and 

continue to be, proud of being President of 

such a wonderful organisation.  

 

Extracts from Financial Report  

By Lesley Pothan (Treasurer)  
 

This financial year the club made a profit of 

$20,896 after depreciation. As at 30 June 2015 

cash held in accounts totalled $170,242. Our 

main source of funding is new members 

enrolling in obedience classes and continuing 

to attract and increase new memberships 

remains the priority for the club to remain 

financially viable. Member subscriptions for 

obedience classes is just over 70% of the clubõs 

total income. During the year the club 

requested a private ruling relating to income 

tax exemption as a community service 

organisation and the Australian Taxation Office 

has now ruled in favour of our request. 

Membership fees  for the coming year will 

remain unchanged.  

 

Copies of the Treasurerõs report and audited 

financial statements can be requested from 

the club office.  

 

Obedience Training Report  
By Anne Robertson (SC Member)  

 
This report outlines some of the Obedience 

Training Sub-Committeeõs activities and other 

aspects of instructor development in 2014 -15. 

 

Statistics 

 

From the August 2014 intake through to the 

June 2015 intake inclusive (ie the 5 sessions 

spanning the financial year) the club attracted 

432 confirmed enrolments for Kindi/Beginners: 

192 Kindi enrolments and 240 Beginners 

enrolments. There were a further 93 bookings 

(31 for Kindi and 62 for Beginners) some of 

which also converted into enrolments.  

  

The club organised 197 obedience classes over 

the financial year (July through June) ñan 

average of 33 classes being offered each 

week across the Level One, Level Two and 

Trialling streams.  

  

Obedience instructors conducted 326 

Beginners A and B assessments (July through 

May) ñ an average of 65 per session ñand 

conducted a further 326 Comp Day 

assessments across the higher levels over the 

same 5 session period (167 Intermediate, 66 

Advanced, 37 Transition, 29 Primary 

Companion and 27 Secondary Companion 

assessments). 

  

Instructorsõ panel 

 

At the end of 2014 -15 the club had 70 qualified 

obedience instructors on the ôactiveõ Instructors 

panel, the same number as last year. Several of 

these instructors also instruct in the clubõs other 

dog sports ñAgility (11), Rally -O (6), DWD (2) 

and Flyball (1). Ten are active Honorary Life 

Members and four are active Honorary 

Instructors. The club also has a further seven 

Agility -only instructors and one Flyball -only 

instructor.  

 

Like all members of the club, our instructors 

have a lot of other demands on their time and 

sometimes feel the need to have a break from 

instructing. During the year we bid farewell to 

Joanne Hagan, Wendy Shelton and Pauline 

Dikmans who all resigned from the panel. We 

also farewelled Lindsay and Murray Rye who 

relocated to Perth. On a brighter note, it was 

great to see three of our former instructors ñFeli 

Hopf, Barb Toohey and Marnie Rowe ñ return 

to the club and the instructorsõ panel during the 

year. Welcome back!  

 

Congratulations to Jodie Reuter, Ruth Lee 

Martin, Chris Lathbury and Gabby Luksza for 

completing the 2015 Level One instructors 

course and coming onto the panel. They join 

the clubõs ten graduates from the 2014 course 

who have all volunteered to take classes during 

the year and are consolidating their 

experience ñSusan Barnard, Hallie Butcher, 

Sharon Carver, Pen Cullen, Rachael Eggins, 

Janda Gooding, Barbara Grundy, Rachel High, 

Amy Kinsmore and Rachel McKenzie.  
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 Peter Hendriks and June Rowe co -ordinated 

the obedience instructing roster for each 

session during the year ña difficult task 

completed with quiet determination. Thank you 

both.  

 

Level 1 instructorsõ course 

  

Another Level One Instructors course was 

conducted in early 2015 with ten participants. 

As mentioned above, four of the ten 

participants have now completed all the 

course requirements and are fully -fledged 

instructors while the remaining six are well on 

their way.  

My thanks to the following senior instructors for 

coaching and mentoring the 2015 trainees: 

Lesley Pothan, Christina Erwin, Sandra Hassett, 

Peter Hendriks, Hilarie Kemp, Renee Kyle and 

Alison McCann. Thanks also to Rachael Eggins, 

Sharon Carver, Barb Grundy and Susan Barnard 

for providing their personal insights as some of 

the clubõs newer instructors. 

 

New Level One syllabus  

 

Work has continued on the development of a 

new syllabus to replace our current Kindi, 

Beginners, Intermediate and Advanced class 

structure. It is hoped to pilot the new syllabus 

with selected instructors in Session 5 (October -

November) to help refine the progression of 

exercises. The new syllabus is designed to better 

address the needs of members who simply 

want a ôgood companionõ as well as those 

members who want to gain a good foundation 

to pursue the range of dog sports offered by 

the club.  

 

Communication with instructors  

  

The Main Committee has maintained its 

practice of providing a brief summary of its 

monthly meetings to all instructors (Obedience, 

Agility, Flyball, DWD) to keep them informed 

about the Committee's activities. The Training 

Sub-Committee also produced two Instructors 

Bulletins in October 2014 and February 2015 to 

keep instructors (across all disciplines) informed 

about general matters.  

 

Instructorsõ clothing 

 

Once again, the club has subsidised the cost of 

clothing to ensure that instructors stay cool in 

summer and warm in winter ñand can be 

readily identified by club members. New 

instructors received a clothing subsidy of $100 

and existing instructors received a $50 subsidy. 

The instructorsõ clothing range was expanded 

to include soft shell jackets and vests, poly 

fleece vests and 100% cotton long -sleeved and 

short-sleeved shirts. The clubõs ôrunning dogõ 

logo appears on all of the clothing range. Our 

thanks to One Sportswear in Fyshwick for 

handling the order.  

 

Instructorsõ library 

  

During the year the club purchased almost 40 

more titles for the Instructorsõ Library covering 

academic research on learning theory and 

applied behaviour, business development, 

existing and emerging dog sports (carting and 

urban herding, anyone?), breed -specific 

training tips and managing problem 

behaviours. The club has also benefitted from a 

number of donations ð including some 

childrenõs books which are available for 

younger members to enjoy in the clubhouse.  

Above: Two of the clubõs newest instructors - Chris 

Lathbury (left) and Ruth Lee Martin (right).  

Photo: Anne Robertson  


