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l'tds i mportant to know:

The opinions and claims expressed in this publication, whether in articles, correspondence or in any other form,
are not necessarily those of the ACT Companion Dog Club Inc. Neither the Editor nor the ACT Companion
Dog Club Inc accepts responsibility for the accuracy of these items nor endorses the opinions or services of
third parties mentioned in this publication. The ACT Companion Dog Club Inc gives permission for the
reprinting of articles appearing in The Good Companion, except where copyright has been stated, provided
acknowledgement is given to the Club and the author.

The Good Companion | November 2016 | Vol 28| No5 Page | 3



s

- E “

L

Annual Awards

Presentation
Sunday 4 December 2016

5:30 pm Official welcome

5.45 pm Dinner for all

6:30 pm Presentation of Annual Awards
7.00 pm Dessert for all

7.15 pm Photos of award recipients

All club members and their families involved in
obedience, rally -o, DWD, agility, flyball, tracking and
dogs -as-therapy are warmly invited to attend

Join your friends, class mates and instructors
for a relaxing evening

Bring a picnic rug, folding chair and a secure stake
or crate for your dog

1 Join the celebrations 1

B B
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Presi dent 6s M

By Lesley Pothan

How quickly the year passes! It has been a busy and successful year
for the Club and its members. We hope that you have enjoyed your
time at the Club training your dog in obedience or in one of the

many sports on offer.

Throughout the year the Club hosted a number of Obedience trials,
Rally-O trials, Agility trials, a Flyball Competition and Dances with
Dogs competition. Our members also participated in events hosted
in the region and many qualifications and titles were gained.

After receiving a grant from the ACT Sports and Recreation Program
the Club contracted with Waterland Irrigation to install a new
irrigation system. Despite our best plans, the work has been
prolonged because of the very wet spring but it is now almost complete. We look forward to
testing (and benefitting from) the system once summer arrives!

This year t he Cl-Combittee Has tlmeénnvorking hagluolrevise the current

obedience syllabus to better meet the needs of new members. The Foundation level of the new

syllabus will help members understand how dogs learn and will enable them to apply reward -

based training techniques to appropriately manage unwanted behaviour and teach their dogs

essential life skills. A number of pilot classes have been held to test the syllabus and provide

feedback. We expect to start rolling out the new syllabus in February 2017. Keep an eye on the

Clubds website and Facebook pages for more information

The Cl ub-assThdbapygpsogram continued throughout 2016 to provide comfort to the elderly
residents of a number of nursing homes in Canberra. We are always looking for additional

volunteers who would like to be involved in this very rewarding work dif you are interested and feel
that you may have a suitably sociable dog, please come and have a chat with me.

The raffle to win a place in the Clubds 2017 Dogs of C
members buying tickets. The thirteen winners have produced wonderful photos of their best friends

and the calendar looks amazing. The calendar will be on sale from Comp Day 0 with limited

copies on sale so get in early!

Our Annual Awards party wild/l be held on Sunday 4 Decem
all of our members and instructors as we celebrate the
bring your dog and join us for a great time. Catering will be provided for all.

With the start of the summer season and the hot weather remember that your dog needs to keep

cool too & make sure your dog has plenty of shade to lie in, access to lots of cool water and is not

left alone in the car. Dogs can overheat very quickly. Keep practising over the holidays o it will
help maintain a strong bond with your dog and ensure that you are both ready to resume training

in the New Year. On behalf of the Club, | wish you all a safe and happy Christmas and a fabulous
New Year 0 and | look forward to seeing you in February

9

We long for an affection altogether ignorant of our faults.
Heaven has accorded this to us in the uncritical canine
attachment.

George Eliot
English novelist, 1819 - 1880
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About Our Club

The ACT Companion Dog Club (CDC), The aims and objectives of the Club are to:

established in 1958 as the first dog training club 9 promote responsible dog ownership and the

in the ACT, has an average membership of general welfare of dogs;

around 850 each year. Itis a non -profit 1 teach members to train their dogs, of

organisation relying mostly on volunteers to run whatever breed, in dog obedience and other

activities with some occasional grant related canine skills, using motivational

assistance. About 80 instructors volunteer their training methods;

time to conduct behavioural and dog sport 1 promote participation and training in a range

classes in Obedience, Flyball, Agility, DWD and of dog sports;

Rally-O from February to November each year. 1 promote and participate in dog training and

The Club also has an active group that visit other activities associated with dog training;

nursing homes with their dogs for the 9 support the rights of dog owners, provided

enjoyment of the residents. that such ownership is conducted in a
responsible manner;

While much of the work in maintaining and 1 actively promote community interaction with

running the Club is undertaken on a volunteer dogs;

basis we do have some paid help. Marika 1 provide facilities necessary or convenient for

Mueller manages the Office and the mowing of its activities;

the grounds is undertaken by a contractor. The 1 promote positive relationships between

Club caters for disabled access with paved owners and dogs; and

paths, designated parking spaces and toilet 1 enhance the development of social skills of

facilities. dogs.

COMMITTEES 2016 -17

President Lesley Pothan | Dogs -as-Therapy | Work Health and Safety

Senior Vice -President Anne Robertson | Magazine Editor | Training Liaison

Junior Vice -President Heather McPherson | Security | Contract Management (including Grounds)
Treasurer Rowan McKeever

Secretary Hilarie Kemp | Public Officer

Main Committee Rhonda Cameron | Flyball Liaison |Marketing and Promotion

Members Jeanette Johnson | Rally -O Liaison

Rachel McKeever | Social Media | Website

Katrina Morton | Shop | Housekeeping | Working Bees
Jane Richardson | Dances with Dogs

Linda Spinaze | Agility Liaison

David Whitney | Business Direction and Strategic Planning
Chris Woodgate | Obedience Trialling Liaison

Training Convenor | Anne Robertson | Members | Kath Hallam| Hilarie Kemp |
Jess McNamara | Lesley Pothan

Obedience Trialling Convenor | Chris Woodgate (Ag) | Members | Judith Barlow | Pen Cullen

Flyball Training & Convenor |Jess McNamara| Members | Justin Allen| Rhonda Cameron |

Competition Damon Muller

Agility Training & Convenor | Linda Spinaze| Members | Amanda Delaney | Denise Iglesias

Trialling Rachel McKeever | Therese Smith | Kylie White

Dances with Dogs Convenor | Jane Richardson|  Members | Janda Gooding | Raelene Stewart

Rally-O Convenor | Cath Perry| Members | Laraine Frawley | Wendy Hathaway
Jeanette Johnson | Belinda Mitchell | Patricia Woodman

Tracking Jake Blight

I nstructor sd HaiehHaiaesy

PAWS Shop Connor Bailey

Secom Security 1300 138 769 or 1300 360 535
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- From the Dog Kennel

u Editor i Anne Robertson
Wel come to the November i ssufetheléstforhe azine
2016.
This issue provides an opportunity to ow thre
Commi ttee members, | earn about the CI editati
Government 6s Actsmart Business Recycl m, and
the news from the Clubds various dog

There are also some great holiday activities Aiwatching ABC T
program to learn how to teach your dog to find your keys, wallet or phone;
training it to politely greet your Christmas guests; a
award -winning dog treats.

Thank you to everyone for contributing to magazine this year - including our
advertisers who provide hydrotherapy, first aid and grooming training, pet
photography, pet -friendly accommodation, language classes and security services
to members. Let them know where you saw their ads!

Articles, suggestions, photos and illustrations  for the magazine are always welcome.
Email to contact@actcdc.org.au anytime. Did you know the magazine is available
in full col our on Itcdnbe déWnlodudd sn allhte dlosyiatt e ?

www.actcdc.org.au/new/tgc.htm . Use Adobe Acrobat PDF viewer for best results.

The first issue of the magazine for 2017 will come out in March. Until then ...

CIT’s Basic First Aid for Dogs course  Topics covered include:

is designed for dog owners, dog - common first aid emergencies

walkers, pet minders, dog trainers, in dogs (wounds, fractures,

dog groomers and anyone who burns, poisons, eye injuries,

works with other peoples’dogs. haemorrhage and shock)

Classes are held at CIT Bruce - physical examinations

and class sizes are kept small to (assessing the physical

encourage a warm and friendly condition and vital signs)

educational experience. - assessing the emergency

This course has been designed - hazards and risks associated

to introduce participants to basic with emergencies i

first aid procedures used on dogs. - basic first aid procedures i

Participants will be able to provide - transporting injured dogs . . ?

essential first aid to dogs by - bandaging techniques and For more information i

recognising and responding to an methods. and to register your B

emergency, before taking them to e _ e interest call g

the vet. ge: This course is available to 4
people aged 15+ (02) 6207 4179. §

Cost: $150

Canberra Institute ?r
. ® e f Technol
Dreamit. Learnit. Be it. oriecinolosy @ 1 1l
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Is Your Membership Due ?

You can renew online & how easy is that !

Go to the CIl ubhs/wweastsdt.drogau a t
1. Download the Membership Renewal form at

http://www.actcdc.org.au/new/joining.htm
2. Complete the form and send it back to the Club via e -mail
3. Then pay your fees online using direct credit facilities

Bank BSB: 032 729

Account: 235628

Reference: Your surname and phone number

Make sure your reference will easily identify your payment
and dondt forget to keep your receipt.
You dondt even have to | eave your house !

EFTPOS and PayWave facilities are available

Renew your membership at the Club Office

No minimum transaction (sorry, no cash out)

Il s your dogds Attendance Car c

BLUE

If so, your Membership is due
for renewal by the end of

NOVENBER FEBRUARY
Fees 2017 Contact Us
Joining Fee (per household) $52.50 Phone 02 6295 7764
Annual Subscription
105.00 i
(per household) $ Post PO Box 4048, Kingston ACT 2604
Training Fees (per Dog/per Year) Web  www.actcdc.org.au
! $ 78.50

1 Obedience '

1 Agility $ 78.50 Office Narrabundah Lane, Symonston ACT

1 Flyball $ 78.50 1 Tuesday-Friday 10:00am -2:00pm

f Dances with Dogs $ 78.50 1 Thursday 7:00pm -9:00pm

1 Rally-0 $ 7338 1 Sunday 9:00am -12:00pm

1 Tracking $0. Office Manager: Marika Mueller

CLOSED MONDAY
Instructors Fee $30.00 ;
E | tact tcdc.org.
plus optional contribution $ 50.00 mail - cortacttactedz.org.au "’: :
isi We welcome your feedback. 2

Casual Visitors Fee (day, week, $ 5/25/50 Y

month) - by application
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Are obedience training classes held over

How should | prepare for classes during

December and January ? summer ?

No. Obedience training classes end on 27 Your instructor will try to find some shade or
November and start again on Wednesday 8 cover to hold your class, and may cut the class
February, Thursday 9 February and Sunday 12 short if the weather is very hot. Please ensure
February 2017. Your membership fees cover you and your dog remain hydrated in the

you for 12 months & there is no need tore -enrol warmer weather (bring a water bowl for your
for classes next year if your membershipisup -to  dog and a bottle of water for yourself). Bring a
-date. Simply turn up in time for class (see page hat and sunscreen to protect yourself from the
41 for detalils). sun, and insect repellent if you train in the
evenings. We may cancel classes if the

Are any other Club activities on over the weatherisextreme dpl ease check

summer break ? website and Facebook page for the latest
advice.
Yes. Agility members training at Advanced
level and above are continuing to meet on For safety reasons, thongs, scuffs or other
most Tuesday evenings over the break for fun unsecured footwear are not allowed in any
6n games. The -3awilibeusedyat Ri ntrgising tlasses. Please wear enclosed shoes or
these times. Rings 4 -5 are generally reserved for sandals that can be securely fastened.
obedience triallers for practice in the evenings
over the summer break. Please keep an eye on Want to keep in touch with the latest activities
the noticeboards for other planned activities. at the Club ?
Can | use the Club grounds over the holidays ? Information is available from:
i our public Facebook page - no need to
Yes. Financial members and their dogs may use be a registered use -
the grounds for training and exercise at any www.facebook.com/
time over the break. Please show courtesy to ACTCompaniondogclub
other Club members and visitors who may also i our website - www.actcdc.org.au
be on the grounds, ensure that your dog does i notice boards (inside and outside the
not pose a nuisance to others, observe Club clubhouse)
etiquette for using the off -leash areas (see 1 your Instructors
page 44) and always clean up after your dog. 1 the Session Manager on the grounds
The Club grounds will be closed on 13 -14 Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday
January for pest spraying and other during Obedience Training Classes
maintenance. Notices will be posted. i the Calendar on page 43

WEORE MAKI NGANSEH

Check the Clubds Facebook

in the New Year for changes to the
Clubdos training progr amsj

Obedience training classes start on
Wednesday 8 February, Thursday 9 February and Sunday 12 February

t
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TOP OF THE LAKE HOLIDAY UNIT

Pet-friendly seHcontained 1 & 2 bedroom units

If you let them in at home - so do we'!

Five minutes drive to Pambula and Merimbula
and their magnificent beaches

Lake views and three acres to run and play
and private enclosed courtyards

;
Top of the Lake Holiday Units

3013 Princes Highway, Millingandi
Merimbula NSW 2549

02 64956288

www.topofthelake.com.au
book@topofthelake.cqm.au

w \VA N

The Good Companion | November 2016 | Vol 28| No5 Page | 10


http://www.topofthelake.com.au
mailto:book@topofthelake.com.au

Five new members joined the Club6s management Committ e
August. In this issue of The Good Companion, three of those new members share a little about
themselves. The Committee is here to serve all members, so if you have any compliments,
concerns or questions please let us know. Details of roles and responsibilities appear on page 6.

David Whitney What activities are you involved with at the
Club?

| 8dm more of an observer and s
a sport or discipline outside obedience and

enjoying the company of well  -trained dogs. |

have a background in performing arts theatre

management and government arts policy and

administration and have recently joined the

Committee to assist the Club with future

development and governance opportunities.

As a new member of the Committee, what are
your hopes for the coming year?

The Club is in a great financial and
membership position and | hope to provide
some direction and planning for the next
growth stage of the Club in order for us to be
stronger in our support for training and sport
activities as well as addressing the changing
needs of the Canberra human and canine

gL PR e community.
David with Tipsy (left) and Shadow (right)
Y "N What do you like best about the Club?
When did you join the Club and why ? Coming from outside Canberra and seeing

other dog clubs in the Northern Territory and

| joined the Club in 2000 following our move to South Australia, the Club has some of the best

Canberra from Alice Springs. We had three facili_ties for dogs a_md humans in the country. |

Border Collie dogs at that time and we all continue to be del_'ghted _to S€e SO many dogs,
needed to be trained fro npanglsr%agdnfarrul@s(frgogmgttr@n!ng and
6capital city grown ups®o _soqah&ggt -g;wel&a& SpP”nd'SCikp|'nﬁde}6a|§)| ass

with our puppy Duffy, named after the street particularly on a Sunday morning. The CI
we live in, and we progressed up to has fabulous outreach and community

Intermediate Level. | also enjoy lots of the engagemeht programs. These may not be
benefits of being a member of the Club. evident at first glance however they extend the
benefits and involvement of dogs and handlers

What dogs do you own now? Tell us a bit about to many in the community who, for a variety of

them? reasons, are unable to have dogs themselves.
We have two dogs - Shadow and Tipsy - both Chris Woodgate

Border Collies who are very active in the Club

helping my wife Kaye who is an instructor. Tipsy When did you join the Club and why?

is also a bit of a chef who writes a recipe

column for the magazine. Shadow has had lots linitially joined the Club in 1990 with my first
of success in the Obedience and Agility Ring Airedale Terrier 8 Oscar. He was my first dog
and is now content to be a much loved house other than family pets and he was a rather
dog. They both love the water, running free strong -willed character (as some long  -standing
when they can and jumping in the car for the members of the Club still remember) and after
next adventure. being dragged along the street a number of

times 8 | decided that | really needed some
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help and so | joined the Club. | did have a
break when | moved to Sydney for a number of
years and then re -joined when | returned to
Canberra.

What dogs have you owned? Tell us a bit
about them.

Well, Oscar went on to get his CDX obedience
trialling title and started an addiction to

Airedale Terriers. | have owned in addition to

him 8 Bronte (CDX); Tessa 0 a very timid girl who
excelled in teaching me positive training

methods; Scout & who was a clown; and Jet 0
who | lost very young to cancer (a heart -
breaking time). And now | have Keats who is
training for his CD title having achieved his

CCD in three trials with two wins and a second
place (yes o1 am a proud mother) and also
Sarah who | adopted when she was five and

who is the most gentle creature in the world.

Did | forget to mention that they are Airedale
Terriers, too?!

What activities are you involved with at the
Club?

Keats and | are training in further obedience
work and | also teach as a level one instructor.

é

As a new member of the Committee, what are
your hopes for the coming year?

I am of course just finding my feet on the
Committee but | have had one aspiration since

| joined the Club all those years ago & to assist

owners and their dogs to build the best
relationship possible for a happy life together.
So for the coming year | would like to see the
Club further improve our services to members
based on best evidence in dog training and
the most efficient and
processes possible. It would be great to be

0

6gr eeni

The Good Companion | November 2016 | Vol 28| No5

Page | 12



